
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, February 3rd at 7:00 PM 
Pitzer Conference Room (P101) 

Laura E. Skandera Hall 
 

Not official until approved by the Legislature* 
 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
II. Approval of the Minutes for the Student Senate Meeting on Sunday, January 27th 

A. Approved by voice vote of Student Senate. 
III. Special Presentations 

A. Pitzer Inside BA Program (Brendan and Nigel Boyle) 
i. There is a proposal to create a BA Program in a local prison and allow 

inmates to earn a bachelor’s degree from Pitzer 
B. Senate Logo (James) 

IV. Open Forum 
A. Motion to limit Open Forum to 25 minutes (Approved, 19 AYE, 4 NAY) 
B. Jorj: Invitation to the SJP Panel on BDS to encourage students to be informed 

about the subject to vote before College Council. The only thing that has changed 
on 55-R-04 is the title, dishonest and undemocratic. 

C. Shay: Resolution’s intention is still blurred and inconsistent with other issues of 
shared governance at Pitzer. Resolution claimed that suspending Haifa program 
was passed as a unilateral decision which is not true, there has been opportunities 
for faculty and staff to speak against it. If you want to demand shared governance, 
talk about it on its own terms instead of tying it to this issue. 

D. Dana: There was confusion about the decision but it was not intended to make a 
unilateral decision. I encourage my fellow senators not to pass the resolution 
because I think it unnecessarily condemns faculty who are really trying to support 
us and the decision we made last spring and our power over making our own 
decisions. 

E. Victor: Similarly I urge my fellow senators not to vote in the resolution and reflect 
on one’s own status. I appreciate the faculty moving the BDS movement forward 
unapologetically and as a student of Africana studies that we should work towards 
Palestinian liberation unapologetically. 

F. Sam: LYBL Records was informed by Budget Committee last week that their 
funding request of $3000 was approved, later told that it wasn’t approved, today 
told that $1500 was approved, LYBL Records has gotten a lot of new music 
equipment, organized workshops about music production, published music on 
spotify, promote artists on social media. 

i. Shivani: I apologize for the confusion, we have never approved funding and 
then retracted it. THe problem was that Jack wasn’t at the meeting and our 
treasurer is new but we need to spread the funding out, as much as we 
wanted to fund you all of it immediately because you do great work. We 
will give you the money you deserve in pieces.  

G. Aurora: I am speaking in support of suspending the Haifa program, what it means 
for human rights/standing in support for Palestinian people and see overall what it 
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means in this situation. As American college students we need to speak up for what 
is happening. 

H. Caroline: We have a real platform here, I urge you all to vote no and prioritize the 
Palestinian people and I hope we stop getting redundant Resolutions because it is a 
waste of all of our time. 

I. We really need to separate these issues. If you want to make a statement on shared 
governance, it needs to be separated with the Haifa program. I strongly urge you to 
vote no on this resolution. The case has been made over and over again. 

J. Isaiah: Motion to table 55-R-04 indefinitely. This has started a conversation on 
campus.  Both students and faculty understand that there is no point to this. This 
resolution is pointing a finger at a problem that doesn’t exist. 

i. Audience member: What does it mean to table it indefinitely? 
ii. Brendan: Doesn’t completely die, can be untabled and have a week cooling 

off period. 
iii. Arman: We have discussed this extensively over many weeks and heard 

much input, it wouldn’t be fair to just sweep it under the rug. 
iv. Isaiah: Motion to retract the motion. 
v. Motion retracted. 

K. Brendan: Motion to amend 55-R-04. 
L. Kamyab: Even though this has modified language, I would caution you all from 

moving forward with anything that condemns the faculty. Might make more sense 
to pick up the conversation about shared governance after College Council. 

M. Brendan: The word unilateral has been taken out and the condemnation has been 
taken out. 

N. Donnie: We have had this issue of shared governance before. It would be more 
effective if we separate these two issues out so that we will be able to make sure we 
as students are a part of the process even for issues that are not this. 

O. Jorj: There have been many opportunities, panels, conversations about this issue 
that have involved students. It is so clear that this resolution is linked to Haifa 

P. Krystle: Maybe it would be helpful to make a new resolution that also includes 
guidelines for what we want to see in the future to achieve shared governance, 
rather than a condemnation. 

Q. Shay: I encourage you to remember the testimonies from last semester.  
R. Amendment not approved (4 AYE, 12 NAY) 

V. Old Business and Action Items 
A. Approval of 55-R-04, a Resolution encouraging faculty to more thoroughly 

collaborate with students before pursuing steps that directly impact students 
i. Motion to limit discussion to 10 minutes (Approved by voice vote of 

Student Senate) 
ii. Motion to move into a vote on this Resolution (Approved by voice vote of 

Student Senate) 
iii. 55-R-04 Not approved (2 AYE, 16 NAY) 
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B. Approval of 55-R-06, a Resolution in support of the re-designation of all toilet 
facilities on Pitzer College campus as gender-neutral (James) 

i. Becca: Religious issues? 
1. Victor: We wouldn’t have to make every bathroom gender neutral, 

we could have gendered bathrooms available for students with 
religious beliefs. The impetus is to make sure that students are not 
outed by their choice to use a certain bathroom. Important to 
consider our political status at Pitzer making these changes at a 
critical time. 

2. Matthew: We could put mirrors in stalls so that Muslim women 
could change their scarves in the stall of any gendered bathroom. 

3. Abdulla: Maybe most bathroom gender neutral, but some spaces for 
Muslim women to go change their scarves, mirrors in stalls is a great 
idea. 

ii. Isaiah: Current amount of bathrooms? 
1. James: Specific info on bathrooms 
2. Victor: Many bathrooms on campus are single stall but there are 

some buildings without. The segregation of bathrooms on campus 
has caused distress for trans students. 

iii. Keely: Has there been enough student input? 
1. 194 students answered the survey, hard to get more input. 
2. We should vote on it and if it passes figure it out in the process. We 

could reach out to identity groups or table at the dining hall. 
Conversation will be ongoing. 

iv. 55-R-06 Approved (23 AYE, 2 NAY) 
C. Approval of 55-A-01, a Constitutional Amendment to correct grammatical errors 

and establish consistency of language and formatting within the Pitzer College 
Student Senate Constitution (James) 

i. 55-A-01 Approved (24 AYE, 0 NAY) 
D. Approval of 55-R-07 a Resolution in support of reforming the space allocation 

process (Clint) 
i. There is no space allocation process using shared governance. 

ii. Kamyab: Motion to amend language (Approved 25 AYE, 0 NAY) 
iii. Matthew M: Motion to amend language to replace vagueness of students 

with CLC (Approved 23 AYE, 0 NAY) 
iv. 55-R-07 Approved (23 AYE, 0 NAY) 

E. Approval of a 55-B-06, a Bill to suspend hall council funding (Kamyab) 
i. Hall Council does not exist so this bill would bring their funding back to 

Budget Committee. 
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ii. Matthew: Motion to strike part 1 from the Bill (Approved 11 AYE, 0 NAY) 
iii. Kamyab: Motion to suspend Hall Council funding until they become 

organized (Approved 19 AYE, 0 NAY) 
iv. Shivani: It isn’t fair to boast transparency and then write bills that are 

difficult to understand. This bill needs to explain what is happening. 
v. Abdulla: It is easy to get confused. It would always to be better to provide 

more context. 
vi. Kamyab: Motion to amend (Approved by voice vote) 

vii. 55-B-06 Approved (22 AYE, 0 NAY) 
F. Approval of 55-B-07 a Bill to pay members of the executive branch (Clint) 

i. Idea is to pay exec board next year by leftover money from operating 
budget. 

ii. Motion to table until next week (22 AYE, 0 NAY) 
G. Approval of 55-A-02, a Constitutional Amendment to Implement Ranked-Choice 

Voting for Student Senate Elections (Kamyab) 
i. Idea was to have this passed before the elections to make our elections more 

democratic. 
ii. Motion to table this until Feb 17th (22 AYE, 0 NAY) 

VI. New Business 
VII. Executive Board Reports 

A. President Shivani Kavuluru 
i. Speaking limits are good. Be mindful of your arguments (don’t repeat).  

ii. Keeling Associates Senate Lunch at QRC. Please email 
melanie_lacy@pitzer.edu. 

iii. Thank you to Kamyab for making election ballot and all applicants who ran. 
Congrats to the new folks on Senate! 

iv. I don’t think we can do a second retreat this semester because of finances, 
but maybe we could go to Baldy. 

v. T-shirts this semester! 
vi. Context in legislature is important to make sure that records make sense to 

the student body and governing bodies in the future. 
B. Vice President of External Affairs Clint Isom 
C. Vice President of Internal Affairs Kamyab Mashian 

i. New people elected from elections, thank you everyone who ran and 
applied. Relatively low turnout (around 200 students) 

ii. New agenda 
D. Vice President of Finance Jack Kessel 

i. We experienced thousands of dollars of fraud with the Senate credit card 
last semester, through people passing on the credit card number. So we are 
going to figure that out. We still have enough money in the Budget. 

ii. Budget Committee Approved: 
1. $750 for the Women in Technology Club 
2. $300 for Environmentalists of Color Organize 
3. $700 for Chinese Student Association's Lunar Calendar New Year’s 

celebration 
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4. $1500 for LYBL Records (re-vote on $3000 from last meeting) 
E. Interim Vice President of Student Engagement Dawson Reckers 

i. Student Voice Week coming up 
VIII. Legislature Reports 

A. Brendan: Data collection process in strategic planning is over, now we decide 
which things we want to donate our resources to in the next 5-7 years. Definitely go 
to the lunch or communicate with me and Matt. 

B. Isaiah: Consortium-wide audit “credit” to show that a student audited a class on 
their transcript 

IX. Advisor Reports 
X. Announcements 

XI. Adjourn 
 
 

*** 
 

* Meeting minutes may be corrected at the following Student Senate meeting.  
The minutes as recorded here are therefore subject to revision. 
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Jennifer Bekenstein 
Internal Secretary of Student Senate 
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